
                      BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF PILOTS OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK 
Minutes of the Meeting of 11 October 2016 

 

 
The following Commissioners were present: 
 
 James Mercante, President 
 Carmine Ragucci 
 Lucienne Bulow 
 Russell Johnson 
 Richard Hendrick 
 Andrew Garger  
      
UPON MOTION DULY MADE, SECONDED AND UNANIMOUSLY VOTED UPON, (EXCEPT AS 
OTHERWISE MINUTED) IN A PUBLIC MEETING, WHICH CONVENED AT 10:30 A.M., THE BOARD 
CONDUCTED THE FOLLOWING BUSINESS: 
 
1. The President called the meeting to order at 10:30 AM.  
 
1a. Appearances in Public Session: None. 
 
2.   The Minutes of the 4 October 2016 Regular Meeting were reviewed, amended and approved.  
 
3.   Renewed, for a period of one year, (unless otherwise noted), the following New York State pilot 
license(s) following a personal interview and review of work performance data, training, and 
medical/health records: 
 
 No licenses were renewed at today’s meeting. 
    
4. The Board adjourned to Executive Session to discuss and/or act on personnel, 
investigative and/or legal matters.   
 
5. The Board returned to Public Session from Executive Session. 
 
6. Sandy Hook Pilots Association: 
 
6a. SHPA (NY) President John DeCruz met with the Board to review various topics of interest 
including the recently concluded apprentice selection process, the New York Attorney General’s Formal 
Opinion on the compulsory pilotage of foreign flag public vessels, the Hanjin Shipping bankruptcy, status 
of the P/B NEW YORK, the current pilotage tariff and results of simulated transits conducted on the next 
generation of ultra-large container vessels proposed to call at the Port of New York and New Jersey. 
Captain DeCruz also advised the Board that the SHPA will be receiving the Containerization and 
Intermodal Institute’s Lifetime Achievement Award at their 2016 Annual Luncheon. Commissioner 
Ragucci was asked to introduce the SHPA at the luncheon. 
 
7. Hudson River Pilots Association:   
 
7a. The Board previously reviewed correspondence from the HRPA requesting that the Board  
provide comments to the USCG Captain of the Port (New York) no later than 31 March 2016 on the  
proposed Champlain Hudson Power Express Transmission Project. The Board took the request under  
advisement. At the 30 June 2015 meeting, the Board reviewed the Navigation Risk Assessment Template  
prepared by the project’s developer with respect to potential impacts on navigational safety on the 
Hudson River. At the 2 February 2016 meeting, the Board was updated on the 27 January 2016 
stakeholder meeting relative to the status of the Navigation Risk Assessment. At the 16 February 2016 
meeting, the Board reviewed a letter from the HRPA to the Army Corps of Engineers (New York District)  
with respect to the burial depth of the proposed transmission cable. At the 8 March 2016 meeting, the  
Board reviewed letters from the Maritime Association of the Port of New York and New Jersey as well as  
the Port of New York and New Jersey’s Tug and Barge Committee to the Army Corps of Engineers (New 
York District) providing additional comment on data contained in the developer’s draft Navigation Risk  
Assessment, proposed burial depth of the transmission cable and the use of navigation channels for  



placement of transmission cables. Executive Director Keane attended a 24 March 2016 stakeholder  
meeting relative to the completed Navigation Risk Assessment and reported back to the Board at the 29  
March 2016 meeting. At the 31 May 2016 meeting, the Board was advised that the USCG requested 
additional information from the project developer. At the 21 June 2016 meeting, the Board was updated 
by Captain Ian Corcoran, HRPA President, concerning the USCG’s request for additional information 
regarding burial depth from the project developer. Continued on the docket. 
 
8.   Long Island Sound/Block Island Sound Pilotage:  
 
8a. The Board was previously advised that a Connecticut State licensed pilot, dispatched by the 
Rotation Administrator to provide pilotage for a vessel from Port Washington, N.Y. to sea via Point Judith, 
R.I. refused to board the vessel at the berth. He met the vessel in the vicinity of the Race in eastern LIS, 
where he remained aboard the pilot boat and directed the vessel through the Race, never boarding the 
vessel to be piloted. Continued on the docket. 
 
8b. The Board continued its review of an issue raised by Interport Pilots questioning whether the term 
“foreign vessel”, as used in the New York State Navigation Law, includes foreign vessels which are 
publicly owned, such as naval or government-owned and not engaged in commercial trade. At the 27 
October 2015 meeting, the Board approved the issuance of a letter to the New York State Office of the 
Attorney General (“NYAG”) requesting an opinion with respect to this issue. At the 3 November 2015 
meeting, the Board noted that the New Jersey Maritime Pilot and Docking Pilot Commission sent a letter 
dated 20 October 2015 to the New Jersey Office of the Attorney General seeking an opinion on the same 
issue under New Jersey law. The Board contacted the NYAG during the week of 9 May 2016 as to the 
status of the requested opinion and was advised the opinion was still in progress. At the 4 October 2016 
meeting, the Board reviewed NYAG’s Formal Opinion No. 2016 - F2 issued 29 September 2016 which 
states that a foreign naval vessel, not engaged in commerce, is subject to New York compulsory pilotage. 
Continued on the docket. 
 
8c. H. R. 3070, the EEZ Clarification Act introduced by U.S. Congressman Lee Zeldin, proposes 
changes in the exclusive economic zone boundary at the eastern end of the Long Island Sound adjacent 
to New York State waters. The Board previously noted the passage of H.R. 3070 by the House in June. 
Continued on the docket.  
 
9. REPORT(S) OF MARINE ACCIDENTS/INCIDENTS UNDER INVESTIGATION: 
 
9a. M/T EPIPHANY (Built 2002): 28 September 2016. FBHRP Paul Chevalier. Main engine unable to 
maintain RPM. Northbound in the lower Hudson River, the vessel’s main engine would reduce RPM into 
the critical range after an engine order from full to half ahead was made. The vessel proceeded to Hyde 
Park at half ahead and anchored without incident. The USCG was notified and a Captain of the Port 
Order issued for Class to examine the main engine. A surveyor from Lloyd’s Register inspected the main 
engine and bridge control to and from the engine control room. The main engine and controls were found 
to be in good order. The vessel was cleared to continue its transit to Albany. Continued on the docket. 
 
9b.  M/V NORD MISSOURI (Built 2015): 26 July 2016. FBHRP Ian Corcoran. Wash Damage. While 
undocking at the P & M Terminal, Port of Coeymans, under the conn of FBHRP Ian Corcoran, the 
vessel’s propeller wash allegedly caused a small push-boat moored alongside an adjacent barge to 
capsize. The USCG was notified.  Drug and alcohol test were administered with negative results. 
Continued on docket. 
 
10. The Board continues to monitor the Hanjin Shipping bankruptcy and its impact on Port of New  
York & New Jersey. Continued on the docket.  
 
11. There being no further business to conduct, or public comment, the Board meeting was  
adjourned at 11:45 A.M.   
  

 
Frank Keane, Secretary     


